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Isaiah 43: 18 and 19 say Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of
old. Behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I

will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert'.

As I sit here today to write this letter it has been 100 days since lock down begun.
Who would have thought as we entered into 2020 and made our plans that this
would be the situation that we would find ourselves in. However, as I reflect today
back over these past three months, as well as the difficulties, there have been some
big re-assuring truths that have been proved again through these strange days.

Firstly, the fact is that God has remained faithful and present. One of the great joys
of lock down has been to spend time walking with God in my local area, praying and
enjoying his presence. It has also seemed to be a particularly beautiful and spectac-
ular spring, with usually lovely sunny whether and  the abundance of colour and
noise, as the bird song has been noticeably vociferous. I am grateful to God for all of
these blessings and the sense of being able to share these wonders with Him. It is
often the simple ordinary things that can easily pass us by in the busyness of normal
life that can be some of the most precious. So let’s continue to be on the lookout for
the opportunity to make time to spend with God and also be on the alert for His work
and His presence all around us.

Equally, when the times have been tough, and we have faced some difficult days
during the lock down period, then God has again been faithful and present. I know
you have joined together in prayer as we have stood with Tony & Ev and many others
during these past three months and there were some scary moments and days. I can
think of quite a few nights when I woke up and my first thought was to pray into the
situation facing us. However, God has walked it with us and as Tony reflected ‘even
though we have walked through the valley of the shadow of death, we shall fear no
evil’ as the Lord accompanied, kept and guided us through.

These have also been days of new opportunities. Whilst it has been difficult to lay
down our usual routine and meeting together, God has opened up new doors that
have enabled me and others in church to meet, work with and help numerous
Ackworth families throughout these past three months.
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I have been constantly reminded that whilst the country has been locked down,
the work of the Holy Spirit has continued apace and one of my prayers is that when
we are able to re-convene our meetings, whenever that will be, is that the church
will have grown. Wouldn’t that be just a God thing! Perhaps you’d like to join me
in this prayer.

While the online services aren’t the same as actually meeting together they have
provided another means of reaching out. During these 100 days, we have met
online each week and have been joined with friends from around the country. It
has been lovely to re-connect with some of Ackworth Community Church’s former
members who have moved onto pastures new as well as friends and relatives of
some of our current members. Also, it’s been good for some people from round
and about in Ackworth to join with us Sunday by Sunday. As I’ve said the Holy Spirit
has not been locked down. Please feel frees to continue to invite friends, neigh-
bours and relatives to our online services, you never know they might choose to
have a look.

Alyn shared a couple of verses from Isaiah 43: 18 & 19:  Remember not the former
things, nor consider the things of old. Behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert'. Let’s be on the lookout for the new things that God is doing during these
lock down days.

Ash.

Prayer and Pastoral Support

Just a reminder that should a need arise; there are a couple of means of support
available. Firstly, there is prayer support, so if you contact Ash or any of the elders
with a prayer request then they can circulate it to people through e -mail and
word-of-mouth.

Also, there is pastoral support, so again you could contact Ash, Tony, Neill, Alyn or
Denise and they will arrange some appropriate help where possible.
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A Very Happy Birthday From Everyone At

Ackworth Community Church

Birthday Celebrations

Our Web Site

Our Sunday services are now  online as well as the
monthly news letter both are  in the resources tab  on the
website.

www.ackworthcommunitychurch.co.uk

2nd August - Shekinah

6th August - Stan

8th August - Georgina

12th August - Somesh

23rd August - Di
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Out of the Depths

It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul,

And to the weary rest.

Dear Name! the Rock on which I build
My Shield and Hiding-place;

My never-failing Treasury filled
With boundless stores of grace.

By Thee my prayers acceptance gain,
Although with sin defiled;
Satan accuses me in vain,
And I am owned a child.

Jesus! my Shepherd, Husband, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King;

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;

But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.

Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;

And may the music of Thy Name
Refresh my soul in death!

John Newton
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 Be Still and Know God

Many of us need to pray as did the old‑time preacher: "Slow me down, Lord!
Slow me down.  Ease the pounding of my heart by the quieting of my mind.
Steady my hurried pace with a vision of the eternal reaches of time.  Slow me
down, Lord!  Break the tension of my nerves and muscles with the soothing
music of the singing streams.  Help me know the magic restoring power of
sleep and faith in Thee.  Slow me down, Lord!  Remind me each day that the
race is not always to the swift; that there is more to life than increasing its
speed.  Slow me down, Lord!  Amen."

God puts it this way in Psalm 46:10, "Be still and know that I am God..."  Be
still‑‑for only then can you hear God's voice.  Times of quietness are part of
God's natural laws.  As thread breaks on a sewing machine when the tension
is too tight, so modern man must ease the tensions of daily living or the
tensions will break him.  Your health is a trust from God.  Can it be right to
constantly abuse that trust?  Of course not!  God's natural laws are as binding
as His spiritual laws.

God has not promised to spare you from difficulty.  Sometimes we ask for
grace to lift us above the depressing cares of life, and God sends sorrows; we
feel He has not answered our prayers.  We ask for light to see the path ahead,
but clouds and darkness come.  We ask for peace and quiet that we may
meditate, and everything around us becomes confusion.  Why is it?  God
allows trials because He knows these things will drive us to Himself.  They
will teach us the lesson that when He gives peace, no one can make trouble.

When we are weak, God does not tell us to be STRONG but to be STILL.
For when we are still, then are we strong.  The prophet Isaiah said, "...in
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength..." (Isaiah 30:15, KJV).
God does not just say, "Be still," He goes on to say, "Know that I am God."

Psychology says, "Be still‑‑be calm‑‑take time for meditation, for developing
inner serenity."  But the Bible adds, "Know that I am God."  God does not
say, "Be still and know a better way of life‑‑a quiet life‑‑a prayer life."  He
says, "Be still and know ME‑‑a person‑‑God, who is Life Himself.
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 As you know Him, you will then learn that His grace is sufficient.  The
Bible says, "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlast-
ing arms..." (Deuteronomy 33:27, KJV).

In the rush of living, the words of the old hymn written by Katharina von
Schlegel's still speaks to each of us: "Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy
side!  Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; Leave to thy God to order and
provide--In every change He faithful will remain.  Be still my soul: thy best,
thy heavenly friend Thru thorny ways leads to a joyful end."

Yes--He faithful will remain, the same yesterday, today, and forever!

www.guidelines.org

Healing Ministry Team

If you would like to receive ministry and prayer for healing, please contact Alyn or
Carole who will arrange for members of the ministry team to come and wait on the Lord
and pray with you. The healing ministry team are: Alyn and Carole, Brenda, Denise,
Jacquie, Catherine, Dot & Ash.
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England and Yorkshire Quiz

1. What is the highest mountain in Great Britain?

2. Which of the following cities is the furthest north: Leeds, Liverpool or Manchester?

3. The Suffolk Punch is a breed of which animal?

4. What is the most common street name in Great Britain?

5. Which 13th - century Scottish warrior did Mel Gibson play in the 1995 film
Braveheart?

6. The River Severn is the longest river in Britain at 354 km, but which is the second
longest?

7. What is the capital city of Scotland?

8. In which county would you find the White Cliffs of Dover?

9. Which county does not border Yorkshire?

10. How many of the world famous Betty’s Tearooms are there in Yorkshire?

11 Wakefield, Morley and Rothwell form part of which famous vegetable producing
triangle?

12. Where is the Cow and Calf?

13. Which Yorkshire cricketer captained England to an Ashes victory in 2005?

14. Which Yorkshire cheese do Wallace & Gromit enjoy?

15. Who wrote books based on the experiences of a Yorkshire vet?

16. Which famous Star Trek actor originates from Mirfield, Dewsbury?

Answers on page 11
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www.eden.
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Book
Review

Beach Haven          £6.44

                         Free-spirited Opal Gilbert seems to have everything she needs to keep
                         living a happy life in Sunset Cove as she refurbishes vintage furniture
                           to sell at her funky ocean-side boutique, Bless This Mess. Until Lincoln
Cole, a new-to-town ex-Marine nursing deep wounds and harbouring hurts he can't seem
to shake, wanders into her shop. Opal knows a person in need when she sees one and
offers Lincoln a job in her workshop. But the brooding former soldier has no interest in
Opal's offer. Thanks but no thanks.

But then a hurricane strike, damaging Bless This Mess. Feeling guilty for how he treated
Opal, Lincoln decides to help her repair the store. And soon it becomes clear Opal wants
to restore not only her business, but also help Lincoln find restoration. As much as
Lincoln tries to keep her at arm's length, Opal's well-meaning meddling begins to heal
his wounds . . . and capture his heart almost before he realizes it.

The Thief of Lanwyn Manor           £8.94

Julia Twethewey needs a diversion to mend her broken heart, so when her cousin invites
her to Lanwyn Manor, Julia eagerly accepts. The manor is located at the heart of
Cornwall's mining industry, and as a guest Julia is swept into its intricate world. It's not
long, though, before she realizes something dark lurks within the home's ancient halls.

As a respected mine owner's younger son, Isaac Blake is determined to keep his late
father's legacy alive through the family business, despite his brother's careless attitude. In
order to save their livelihood—and that of the people around them—the brothers ap-
proach the master of Lanwyn Manor with plans to bolster the floundering local industry.
Isaac can't deny his attraction to the man's charming niece, but his brother has made clear
his intentions to court the lovely visitor. And Isaac knows his place.

When tragedy strikes, mysteries arise, and valuables go missing, Julia and Isaac find they
are pulled together in a swirl of strange circumstances, but despite their best efforts to
bow to social expectations, their hearts aren't so keen to surrender.

Summer Reading
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When I'm Thirsty For More

Jesus answered, 'Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I

give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.'"
John 4:13-14 (NIV)

Have you noticed that water is becoming somewhat of a fancy trend?
Growing up I only had one option. Tap water. That is, unless I was brave enough to
drink from the river just outside our neighbourhood or sip on rainwater as part of a
school science experiment.

Today, grocery store shelves are lined with a plethora of water options: spring,
mineral, flavoured, sparkling - the list goes on and on. Bottled water might be
wrapped in snazzy labels. But the truth is, water in its most basic form is essential for
living. And when you don't have any, it quickly becomes the most valuable commod-
ity, wrapped in fancy packaging or not.

I was reminded of this truth last week when our family went on a hiking trip through
the mountains. Instead of getting an early start, we waited until after lunchtime and
set out during the hottest part of the day. I thought I packed enough water, but miles
into our hike we ran out. As the sun beat down on us, and my mouth started to dry
out, all I could think about was my need for water. And how I was determined to get
some in order to quench my thirst.

Today's key verse is from a story in the Gospel of John about a woman who also took
a long walk during the hottest part of the day. You might know her as the Samaritan
woman. She was in need of water and taking necessary measures to get some. When
she approached a well, she encountered Jesus, and the subject of water quickly came
up. Initially, Jesus asked for water, but as their conversation continued, He in turn
offered her water. Not from a natural spring or the well she was using. Instead, Jesus
offered the gift of living water.

"Jesus replied, 'If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking
to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water - Anyone who drinks this
[well] water will soon become thirsty again. But those who drink the water I give will
never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them
eternal life"' (John 4:10, 13-14 NLT).



Jesus knew this woman had made some poor choices. Life was difficult, and she'd
developed a habit of looking to others in hopes they would meet her physical and
emotional needs. It was a type of thirst she couldn't seem to quench. Maybe this
living water would make her life easier? She had no idea this encounter with Jesus
would change her life forever. There may be times when we find ourselves thirsting
for more - more recognition from others, more money in our checking account,
more love from a spouse, more things to call our own. We can embrace a trend of
putting our hope into earthly possessions or certain people, believing they will
quench our deepest desires. But the shallow water this world offers through its
temporary fixes and short-lived fortunes will only bring us momentary satisfaction.
Eventually we'll thirst for more.

Like the woman at the well, Jesus invites everyone to receive His Living Water,
which is the gift of His Spirit, along with forgiveness, redemption and grace. He is
the Fountain of Water, bubbling up within us, that gives eternal refreshment and
strength for our souls. Only Jesus can fully quench our deepest desires and fill us
with His overflowing love.

Are you feeling parched today? Like the woman at the well, open your heart and
hands to receive all that Jesus wants to give you, so you never have to be thirsty for
more again.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of Your Spirit, which is the Living Water
that quenches my soul and satisfies my deepest desires. Fill me to overflowing with
Your love and joy, so I never have to thirst again for the temporary things this world
offers me. Let my heart spring up with Your hope and peace from this moment
forward. In Jesus' Name, Amen.

www.proverbs31.org
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Answers from page 8   1.  Ben Nevis in Scotland  2, Leeds  3. Horse
4. High Street 5. William Wallace 6. River Thames at 246 km long  7. Edinburgh
8. Kent 9. Shropshire  10. 6 11. The Rhubarb Triangle 12.  Ilkley 13. Michael
Vaughan 14. Wensleydale  15. James Herriot 16. Patrick Stewart
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Prayer Diary

Please pray for each other.
If you would like to be on the prayer list please let Lisa know.

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1

Ann-Marie
&

Alison

2
Derek

Catherine
&

Family

3
Dayo,
Anu,

Shalom
&

Shekinah

4
Steven &
Christina

5
Andrew,

Kimberley,
Hannah &

Joanna

6
David &
Carol R

7
Neil &
Eileen

8
Andy,
 Sue &
 Rachel

9
Tony &
Family

10
Somesh

&
Jasmine

11
Jacquie

May
Julie

12
Brian &

Linda

13
Julian &
Valerie

14
Kevin &
Jeanie

15
Matt,

  Cheryl,
  Oscar &
Georgina

16
Joan A
James
Vera

17
Denise
Joan B

Lisa

18
Julian, &
Caroline

19
Adrian,&

Anne

20
Stan &
Moira

21
Kate &
Jean L

22
David &

Janet

23
Owen &
Vickie

24
Florence.

Nick,
Becky,

Lycan &
Archer

25
Neill, Sue,
Grace &

Hope

26
Dot

Brenda
Jean

27
John &
Lilian

28
Alyn &
Carole

29
Ash, Di,
   Joel &
 Cerwys

30
Elders

31
Parent &
 Toddler


